“] think there are ten to twelve beaver in the
pond,” the pond owner said over the phone.
Although I hoped his estimate was correct, I
knew that people often overestimate the num-
ber of beaver in an area because of the large
amount of sign that they leave behind.

The pond was two hours away. Since most
of the other seasons were closed and I had
already trapped the beaver on the private
property I had permission to trap, I decided to
make the drive and enjoy a weekend trapping
excursion before beaver season closed.

During the discussion with the pond owner,
1 was able to use Google Earth to get an aeri-
al photograph and directions to the pond. The
pond owner said I could meet with him on
Friday and stay in his cabin on the pond over
the weekend. According to the pond owner,
the pond was seven acres in size and no one
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else had tried to trap the beaver.

There was a walking trail on the south side
of the pond on which I could drive my ATV
to tend to the traps. The pond owner also said
he had a forestry company working on his
property. He would have them clear the walk-
ing trail of fallen trees, so I could get my ATV
to the far end of the pond where the main
lodge was located.

I did not know the area or the amount of
sign, but I was determined to bring plenty of
equipment. Since I would be two hours from
home, I would rather have too many traps
along than not enough.

My preference for trapping beaver is with
bodygripping traps. When the goal is to
remove all the beavers in an area, I will place
a 330 in every run I am able to find. I will set
lodges, bank dens and feeding dens. Since 1
was only going to be there over a weekend,
this was crucial as I only had a small window
of time to catch the beaver. I did not know
what to expect for possible set locations, so I
also brought footholds and snares. I would
have all the tools available to me that were
legal in Indiana.

1 took a day of vacation from work on
Friday. My goal was to get there Friday
morning and set. I would check the traps on
Friday night, Saturday morning and night,
and pull on Sunday morning. I would get four
checks out of three days

1 arrived at the pond at 10 a.m. and met the
forestry workers just as they were finishing

clearing the trail. As we talked, we noticed a
muskrat swimming along the shore. The
forestry workers followed the muskrat as 1
started loading my ATV. The forestry workers
said the muskrat went into a bank hole below
where my truck was parked. I would check
the hole later as it may have been a beaver
sized hole that the muskrat dove into for
cover.

After talking, and seeing my traps, the
forestry workers volunteered to help me
make some sets. I never turn down assis-
tance, especially when beaver trapping.

The forestry workers and I arrived at the
lodge on the far east end of the pond. We took
four 330s and a MB1216 along with H-stands
and wire. 1 was in my chest waders and
gauntlets in the water. The forestry workers
carried the equipment down the bank and
they handed me equipment as I needed it. I
found four entrances to the lodge and set a
330 in each run. One of the runs was shallow
and continued away from the lodge. The run
ended after passing under a log. The MB1216
fit perfectly in the run just under the log.

One of the forestry workers asked me how
many beaver I thought were in the pond after
seeing the main lodge and most of the pond.
My guess was five or six; two adults and their
kits. I also told him that sometimes my
guesses are accurate, other times the beaver
make me look like a fool when I catch a lot
more or less than expected. At this point, the
forestry workers had to leave, so I set the rest
of the traps by myself.

1 knew T would be able to catch most of the
beaver at the lodge, but since I had limited
time, I wanted to set every beaver-sized hole
I could find on the pond. I found an older
lodge on the south side of the pond. The lodge
had some signs of recent activity, but not
much. I decided to set up all three entrances
with 330s. I also found a bank hole on each
side of the old lodge which I also covered
with 330s.

1 was back at my truck and decided to check
the bapk hole the muskrat had entered. I
found three beaver-sized bank holes which I
also covered with 330s. I had twelve 330s and
a MB 1216 set. I could have set footholds in
a couple of spots but did not because I had
plenty of bodygrippers set.

The pond owner arrived a 6 p.m. Tasked if
he wanted to check the traps with me and he
eagerly responded that he would. The active
lodge was the first place we checked. An
adult and kit beaver were waiting for us in
330s. Seeing the catches, the pond owner
started asking many questions about beaver
and trapping as I reset the traps.

It was getting dark and the landowner want-
ed to go back to the cabin and get his belong-



ings unpacked. It had been a couple of minutes since the
landowner started walking back to the cabin and I was
preparing to start the ATV. I heard splashing around the
active lodge. I could see water movement and I knew I had
caught another beaver. I went back to the active lodge and
waited for the water movement to end and the beaver to
expire. I removed the adult beaver, reset the trap and con-
tinued to check.

The traps at the old lodge and bank holes were undis-
turbed. The three bank holes below my truck produced a kit
beaver.

I'unloaded the ATV and called it a night. I moved my
belongings into the cabin and claimed one of the bunk beds.
1 found that the cabin was nicer than my house inside and
out. My definition and his definition of a cabin were on
opposite ends of the spectrum.

The pond owner let me know that the water heater was
not working, so there would be no hot water. I was not con-
cerned as T had expected to stay in a cabin with no running
water and marginal heating.

Eight siblings combined the earnings and holdings of
their parents to construct the cabin and the pond. I told the
pond owner that if I owned the cabin, I would be living in
it. He said that it was nice to have, but the family had grown
considerably from eight siblings to include many grand-
children. The family used a website for scheduling use of
the cabin for specific time periods. The family aiso has
rules set that no one is allowed to permanently live in the
cabin.

On Saturday morning, the pond owner accompanied me
to check again. The active lodge and the holes below my
truck each produced a kit beaver. I had caught two adults
and four kits. I did not expect to catch any more, but I had
two more checks to make sure I had caught them all.

When at the active lodge, the pond owner found his canoe
that had gone missing some time back. We got his two-per-
son bass boat with an electric motor and we traveled along
the shoreline on the way to and from getting the canoe. I
was able to look at the shoreline where it was inaccessible
from land because of the steepness of the bank. I found I
had set traps in all the active holes and runs in the pond, so
I was confident I hadcaught, or would catch, all the beaver.

I had a few hours to do some sightseeing around the area.
I toured a couple of the local lakes. I returned to the cabin
at five p.m. and found the pond owner ready to check the
tfraps again.

A quick check found no additional catches. Based on the
age and number of beaver caught, I did not think I would
catch anymore, so the pond owner and 1 pulled the traps on
Saturday night. As we were pulling, the landowner stated
he understood why I had been so interested in using my
ATV while trapping the beaver. If I had not been able to use
my ATV, I would have set fewer traps and spent more time
hauling equipment and catches back and forth to the cabin.
I may not have caught as many in such a short time period.

Overall, I enjoyed my trapping weekend. It gave me an
opportunity to trap a few more beaver before the season
ended and to visit some of the lakes in that area. I also met
some good people who assisted me with hauling equipment
and beaver around, not to mention the free room in a better
than average cabin.
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ALL-AMERICAN Trapper’'s Start-up Kits

 Water Kit

Land Kit
6-#11=20V,6-#1.750V,6-#2 OV, 3 -#155 NW, 3-#120 OV,
3 boitles of Leggett's Lure 6-#110 0V, 3-#11 NH, 3- #1 NH
1 pr. gloves 3 bottles of Dobbins’ Lure, 1 pr. gloves
$150.00 plus shipping $127.00 pilus shipping

Sold Factory Direct (Kits and Bear Traps Only) Master Card and Visa Accepted

Oneida Victor:
Coil-Spring

SofCatch®
SC# 43"
SCHL 534"

Couibear®
#B50-2 4%"x3%L"

A" e DY 83 513" "80-2 4'L"x3"
ik 47" 13 FOJ SC#i% 55" #110-2 41"x4 %"
.73 5%" i3 axd BC 13 4x4 #120-2 44"
"1.750S ; SC 3 5154¢" H60-2 6"x6"

.75 FOJ 3 FOJ 424

o ;g o Ko Pro 4 6 SC*3S0 #2202 7°X7"

- o E? # . i, iy
#1.75 4¥4 K-9 FOJ "4 FOJ SC #3 4x4 g23(] 2 8 )5'8 )
D 5 4 AxA SC*3 80 4x4 _33{!-2 10"x10
2 FOJ 4 FOJ Axd Long-Spring 0 3 2"

Newhouse" Long-Spring Traps *1 & *1DJ 4" » #11 & #11DJ 4"
Northwoods  Beodygrip Traps 1150 & 155 5'x5"

See Your Dealer for Oneida Victor®, Newhouse?®, and Northwoods® Traps

Newhouse® Bear Traps

‘ﬁ;xere are still #5 Bear
Traps under serial number
S00 available.

#16 Newhouse®
(shown) $600.00

#6 Newhouse®
(not offeet) $550.00

Plus shipping. Certified
Check or Money Order Only,

For more information, contact Rich at the above address.
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