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Triumph Master Grip Originally to be Called Super-Grip?

In 1928, Walter Amold wrote the
Triumph Trap Company and told
Frances E Adams about his dislike
for the Easy Set Trap. On February
7, 1930, Adams responded and said
they had been experimenting and
redesigning to eliminate every fea-
ture to which Walter objected.

Adams said they produced a new
trap which they called the Super
Grip. The size made was a No. 3,
called the Fox Trap. It was the only
model they had and they sent it to
Walter to review. Adams wanted it
back by February 15.

Adams said the Super Grip had
skeletonized spring levers, to im-
prove action and non-clogging bene-
fits. The construction allowed use
of ordinary sticks to set the trap.

He wanted Walter to experiment
with the trap to see if a fox could
trip the pan and not get caught, re-
gardless of the angle of approach.
Adams thought they had eliminated
the clumsy appearance, excess

weight, and increased how high the
spring lever rose on the jaws.

Adams also wanted to know if
Walter thought the trap would be
improved by having a 1/4” to 3/8”
offset. He noted that this would
prevent crushing the foot and in-
crease blood circulation.

Adams said they were not going
to make the tools for the trap until
Walter and other fox trappers ac-
cepted the trap or provided im-
provements. He wanted Walter’s
candid, constructive criticism.

Besides the letter on Triumph
Trap Company letterhead, another

improvements of the Super Grip
trap. Even though the letter and
additional sheet said Super Grip,
Adams’ was clearly discussing the
Master Grip.

The Triumph Super Grip was on-
ly made in the following sizes: No.
1,1 1/2, and 2. While the Master
Grip was only made in No. 34 and

sheet was provided telling of the.

No. 34-X. It is interesting to note
that the letter discusses a No. 3, the
additional sheet discusses a No. 4,
and the final trap was numbered No.
34.

So the question is whether the
Master Grip was originally going to
be called the Super Grip or did Ad-
ams make a mistake when typing up
the letter and additional sheet for
Walter?

More about Walter Arnold’s in-
volvement with the Triumph Trap
Company and other trap companies
can be found in my new book titled
“Arnold Unknown: The Complete,
Untold Life of the Maine Legend,
Walter Lewellen Arnold, 1894 -
1980.” Please see the advertisement
mside the back cover of this maga-
zine. Please note my address has
changed. Thanks.

Scot H. Dahms
Wilmington, Ohio
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For Fox, Otter, Coyate, Wolf, Lynx, Beaver, Badger, Ete.
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AMERICA'S MOST PROGRESSIVE TRAP MAKERS
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TRAP BRANDS

February 7, 1930.

e Walter L, Arnold,
Guilford, e,

Deg» fricnd irnold,
Ever since you wrote ns $n 1828 af

your dislike for the Basy Set Tran, we have been
experinenting snd redesisning with the intent of

P B LD ix T8 3 OELE TELE, eliminating every feature to which you md ¥our ase
soriates objected,

“oul oulpuat oL all trads. 50 part ol tre Ltrap We have now produced a mew trap which
axiands beyond tns Jaw inces. ~his groctly shortans we call Super Orip. The size thet I am sending you
ke iongth e 1iphtens the welsht, is Yo. &, the Fox Tran. This is the only model thet

3 . we have and I would appreciate its pro pt retuzx at

s siololon wedss lover provents closplis. lesst so we moy roeceive it by Fsbrusry 15th.
it riees wugily thru onrth goverin.

AR e S s In Super Grip we have skeletonized
-r.l.eatﬁzﬁﬁ;n:i:‘::i?‘a;_é;u:::inﬂria;?h;::ﬁ :;f?ri.;ﬂ the spring levers, securing great setivity and non-
Jaws, gvon when the trep 1s partly ciozed over tlogeing benefits, Furthermore, this construstion
autmsl's log.  cunsot 9e ioroed open. ‘ositively no hes perzitisd ws o use fn ordinary stick as a sesting
ciippase, " device. e hope you will make every possible exper-

iment to dotermine to your satisfnetien that & fox

«he neer lover 9un bo sot olther with thombe, or could not $rip the pan of ihis Srop and not smet caught,
it gtiok introduced belwoer thums setescion g regardless of the angle of approach. You will slso

Bagaiiel bar, see Liow practieslly impossible it would be o freeze

AL wivla porte extend ool inte the etep dw spaose this tyap up to a degree that would be inoperazire,

wiindn She Saws. @ven in a baried snow set.
Hold spainet £1itdn We thipk we have clininated all of the
CLIPETET . i ¥ clumsy appearance, the excess woizht, end in cddision
2oth spring levers rise very hish oz the Jaws.

@ rocved. santiol e disledred
Tpriue lever alec holde Juwe 1t would »e possible to yut on stronger

fen anls i is In trop. i sorings, tul we think we have all of the pep and powes
o thet could possibly be used to advantags,
4 Ga L plusf. aifmel esunot ivip =2
pan withoul gettin esvspt. . Fhen you write us, will you Tevor us
: 4 2 4 ur opinion of wheth this trap would bte im-
he fow sarg-lettis: BOOL: gwusot be olo pod with your oplnion of whether t &

YRey hrh Autbiiis j;_"mmm“%? Ben the trup 18 proved by having the jaws offset, leavinz a spece of
88t, 4 ouf Bl the Trep Ja eppuse . from 1/4” to 3/8". This would prevemt erushing mn
) aninal's lsp, would permit s seriain depree of blood
= hoe s bl jue o 4. bolr width nd eireulation and yet wonld hold the foot with 1ittle

P ML felad 81 the tra) esaisr danger of abrasion o the skin,

o eslninits Wil X,

ghts i & mpor-Grip welihe L 1ne.
or 812 Ibe. por donu. rread of .
sut pelni. xtrerg leigthk of Toup
#® tPap ©i egu -l eprend aprrosabes U lg
extronely ilobt wel; ki, aoé yol ihe entisze tr p i
Rosky, sGigeds oo ptrmag iy brilt in &¥ery pori. «

“wlvei 0y0r e welded o ihe erOLRArm.

squipnod with Lverelolo, 21 { 3iak, stesl oboin Feliadi oo £330
B sireie Tine,

¥We aro not malting the tosls for this trap
uantil such time ns we éemipn 8 new model whish iz ascont~
#ble to ihe expert siaff of fox trappera whe regnlarly
cocpeTate with us in pointing out trap faults. We in-
vite your condid coustructive critiszism and shall hope
to hear from you the laiter part of next week.

The pkotoorint whick we are sending you
will illustrote the moc® conveniont methed of nolding
this trap during the setiing process. Gf eocurze you
wiil reslize thai the trap cem he gquite sasily set mith-
ouvt using the stick, but this iz merely an edded advranioaze
for trappers who do not nossess the necessary thush strength
to depress the spring mechanism.

with irindest regards te yourself and your
good fathor, wo —ozsin

Yours wery truly,

TRIVMFE TRAT COMP iC,
Dictated by - s
F T ad

ans i I8
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