{HBC) filmed a documentary in Can-

ada to commemorate the 250th anni-
versary of the company in 1920. The silent
film showed unique footage of the lives of
Arctic fur trappers. The film crew crossed
Canada capturing extraordinary footage
in the most inhospitable conditions imag-
inable. The film crew lugged their equip-

In 1919, the Hudson Bay Company
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ment by foot, sled, canoe and icebreaker.
At the time, HBC led the international fur
trade and owned large parts of Canada.
Along with the film, HBC released a
written history of the company with a
gramophone recording of the history as
well. They also commissioned a magazine
named “The Beaver” to actively chronicle
the company’s activities in the north. The

FAR NORT#

HOW A TRAPPING DOCUMENTARY
PRODUCED BY THE
HUDSON BAY COMPANY
WAS BROUGHT BACK TO LIFE

BY SCOT H. DAHMS

Beaver’s name was recently changed to
Canada’s History. There were also celebra-
tions planned across Canada and London.

In July 1919, the HBC icebreaker RMS
Nascopie departed from Montreal toward
the Arctic Circle with two cameramen,
Harold Wycoff and Bill Dare. HBC had
commissioned a New York film com-
pany to do the recording. The film crew’s
directive was to capture the companys
workings and commercial land holdings.
These holdings once covered one twelfth
of the earth’s surface. HBC wanted to sell
the land and were looking for people to
settle on it. The HBC executives said the
film should advertise the company and its
lands without appearing to do so. HBC
also sent the most experienced company
men to be the chaperones and escorts for
the carneramen.

In northern Alberta, the film crew vis-
ited Fort Chipewyan and filmed Aborigi-
nal trappers on the trapline. In this area,
the film crew travelled by dogsled over a
frozen river. The camera caught a sled tip-
ping with crates of film equipment throw
into the snow. On the Abitibi River in

. northern Ontario, they filmed from ca-
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noes. The film crew ran rapids, portaged

hills and camped in the wilderness.

The film was completed in January of
1920 and the film was taken to New York
for editing. The film crew captured 75,000
feet of film equivalent to eight hours of
viewing time. The first draft was four
hours long and was later cut down to two
hours.

On May 23, 1920, the two-hour film
premiered in Allen Theatre at Winnipeg,
which was the company’s Canadian head-
quarters. 'The Winnipeg audience was a
mix of HBC clerks, shoppers and one hun-

The Winnipeg Film Group has
offered the readers of the Trapper
and Predator Caller a coupen for $5
off the purchase of either individual
DVD or the combo. To utilize the
coupon, the member must use the
online store and use the special
coupon code of “TPC”. The offer

expires 31 January 2018. The
online store website address is

https://www.winnipegfilmgroup.
com/praduct/the-far-fur-country-

dvd-combo-pack/

dred First Nations people dressed in tra-
ditional clothing. The First Nations com-
munity interacted with the film calling
out “get your gun” or “shoot him” when
animals appeared on the screen as they
were not familiar with European theater
etiquette.

The film was later released across West-
ern Canada and in London. A live orches-
tra accompanied the film and the theaters
were usually filled. One Canadian news-
paper said the film showed “Scenes Never
Shown Anywhere Before” A British ver-
sion was screened in London. This ver-
sion included footage of women wearing
expensive furs spliced between scenes of
Inuit hunters and fur trade posts.

The film faded from the public view.
In 1956, the film, in more than 20 reels,

was given to the National Film Archive in
London, England for safekeeping. In the
1980s, a safety print was made but a few
people had only watched the footage.

In 2011, the film was transferred to
HBC Archives in Winnipeg. In January
2012, footage from the film played in Ed-
monton. From there, the film was shown
in the communities where it was filmed.
People recognized their family members,
their landscapes and their lost traditions.
In 2014, a second film was made called On
the Trail of the Far Fur Country. This film
told the tale of getting the finished film
back to these remote locations and the
responses that the audiences had to it 95
years later,

1 ordered both films and enjoyed them.
“The Romance of the Far Fur Country” is
a black and white silent film, which was
recreated from the actual footage filmed in
1919. “On the Trail of the Far Fur Coun-
try” is a documentary including the origi-
nal footage plus modern footage showing
how the communities look today. If you
are interested in ordering the films, I rec-
ommend watching the Romance first to
see what was shown in 1920 and the Trail
second to fill in all the background infor-
mation. If you only order one, I recom-
mend ordering the Trail.
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Shippin
Under $4G . .add $9.90
For Fast, Dependable Service and Reasonabie Pric
Complete line of 1raps, lures, game caiis and rep

Ohjo residents add 6.5% sales tax.
Trappers send $1.00 for the largest most complete line of ¢
request one free with order. Dealers

pping
$40-3100 . .add $16.90 Over $100 .add $24.90

write for price list. Al states with Zip codes that
start with 7, 8, 9 and Montana add $4.00 per dozen or carton on traps or stretchers.

OH 44276 o Ph. 330-939-3763 © FAX 330-039-5135 o Email: Trap@SterlingFur.com

P
Brown or Black
$11.95 qt. $34.95 gal.

Winkler’s Tail “Zipper”

2NES

fast & easy
way to split
) tails

SPECIAL
2 for $7.00

| | Trapper Appreciation Sale

Sterling Top Quality

Packbaskets

Handcrafted of top quality hardwoods.
Comes complete with a durable
built in floor with a fully adjustable
sturdy harness.

20" tall with a 10.5” x 14” opening
$64.95
Made in the U.5.A.

D

NEW Improvesd!
Winkler’s System
Skinning Gambrel

Now with 2 chains on top for
more stability. This is the most
universal and best skinning
gambre! on the market. It will
securely hold animaf’s feet and
help feet and halp feet from

- pulling off while skinning,

Just $10.95 ea.

T-Bar Drivers
Berkshire Disp. Stake Driver..................
lowa Disp. Stake Driver......ooeeoooo

Wolf Fang Stake Driver........................ $

X Double Fiute Augers
Double Fiute Augers Extreme Digging Conditions
1 1/2” Double Flute AUGEF ..o
2" Double Flute AUGET ..o

£

$22.95

es Order Frem: p
air parts. Sterling catalog
i . send $1.00 or request
rapping supplies or —. free with order.
Used Trap Sale!
Brand Size  Type Price Ea.
Victor B&L #1 Long Spring  $4.50
..... Victor B&L #11/2 Long Spring $7.00
Victor B&L #2 Leng Spring  $7.50
Victor B&L #3 Long Spring  §12.50
Victor B&L #4 Long Spring ~ $16.50
Victor B&L #1 Jump $5.50
Victor B&L #11/2 Jump $6.50
Victor B&L #3 Jump $12.00
\fi F: 1
$5.95 Victor B&L #4 Jump $16.00
$9.95 Victor #14  Jump Trap
$9.95 with Teeth $28.00
10.95 | vigtor #1172 CoilSpring  $6.50
Vietor #1VG Stoploss $7.50
Victor #1 Jump Trap
Stoploss $7.50

www.trapperpredatorcatier.com
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