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Triumph Bend

The first Triumph’s that I ever
purchased were two 42X Ranger
double long springs. The first thing
I thought to myself was how was I
going to straighten out the bends in
the springs without damaging the
trap especiaily with the pivot locks
not allowing the springs to be re-
moved. At that time, I was unfamil-
iar with Triumph traps. After a little
research, 1 found that this was not
needed as the springs were supposed
to be that way.

Qutside of stamping, no other
unique trap feature is as widely
known and recognized as the Tri-
umph spring bend. The bend was
developed as a way to keep the
loose jaw flat with the jaw under the
dog. It also corrected issues with
trap functionality and patent in-
fringement concerns at the time.

The early springs of the Oneida
Game Trap Company (OGTC), later
renamed the Triumph Trap Compa-
ny, were regular straight springs.
There was a flaw in the early design
of the straight springs and traps.
When the spring was turned up to-
ward the dog while the trap was set,
the jaw would actually bend up al-
lowing the pintle to be partiaily
pulled out of the hole in the base.
The spring would then rest against
this pintle and not allow the spring
to expand when the trap was tripped.

Set Pintie

No Fire Pintle

As to be expected at the time,
competitors used this to their ad-
vantage when trying to sell their
traps. They would intentionally set
Triumph traps and bend the spring
up to show the store operator that
the Triumph traps were faulty. I
have tried to repeat this with the
early Triumph traps I have with
straight springs. I have found that
not all traps with the straight
springs will do this, but some do.

To correct this, the springs were
bent up straight across the spring.
This bend passed through the top
spring eye at the end of the hole
away from the trap. This may have
corrected the problem with the
functionality of the trap, but created
a legal issue with Oneida Commu-
nity Limited (OCL). OCL stated
this was an infringement upon their
Freeman patent and requested that
springs not be made that way. The
bend made a dent on the right side
of the spring which looked like the
crimp on the spring under the Free-
man patent.

Freeman Patent Infringement
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Freeman Patent

The resolution was to place the
bend below, not through the eve,
and at an angle instead of straight
across the spring. The placement
of the bend created a selling point
that the springs could be set at any
angle to the base while still keeping
the loose jaw flat with the rest of
the trap. The spring bend was pa-
tented by Albert E. “Bob” Kinsley
while he worked for the Triumph
Trap Company.

Kinslev Patent

Early springs were twisted by hand
and later a jig was made for con-
sistent placement of the bend. This
was not mechanically perfect as the
person still had to put the spring in
the jig correctly using a gage. If
the spring was not placed in the jig
correctly, the bend location would
move. This human error is why the
bend is not in the same place on
every spring.

As many of you know, the OGTC
lost a lawsuit to the OCL and the
use of the word Oneida on their
traps resulting in the name change
to the Triumph Trap Company.
Not to be outdone., a lawsuit was
initiated by Triumph against the
OCL for their Victor Giant trap




which was a copy of the 115 High
Grip long spring.

118 vs Giant

The main point of this lawsuit was
the patent held by Kinsley on the
bend. The couwts found in favor of
Triumph saying that OCL could sell
the Giant traps that had already
been constructed, up to 8,000 doz-
en. OCL could manufacture and
sell traps with any springs as long as
they only left set 435 degrees before
raising the loose jaw. Also, OCL
could not use the term “Left Set” or
any synonymous term in advertising
or sales ad.

Triumph was very cognizant of
keeping the loose jaw flat with the
rest of the trap in all their traps.
They made their under spring and
coil spring traps with this in mind as
well. Although not patented, there
is a noticeable bend in the under
spring and a bump in the levers of
coil springs to facilitate the loose
jaw laying flat.

Bump Coil Lever

1 encourage members who have
information contrary to what I have
discussed to email me, phone me or

respond in the magazine. Please
note that I relied heavily on the fol-
lowing documents for information
in this article: Transcript of Record,
US Circuit Court of Appeals, Sec-
ond Circuit, Northern District of
New York, Triumph Trap Company
vs. Oneida Community LTD, Vol-
umes 1 and II. Nov 6, 1922.

Scot H. Dahms
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NOTICE

1 have repeated page 17 infor
mation. | don’t send a bill so
please forward vour money made
out to NATCA once vour ad has
been printed.... Thank You

ADVERTISING
INFORMATION

FREE ADVERTISING.....

Members may advertise up fo 10
fraps and/or related items free
per issue, which includes the for
sale/trade/or wanted columns.

COMMERCIAL ADVERTISING.....
To offset printing cost all ads with
photos. commercial ads of

related content and auctions /
private sales wili have a prinfing
fee as follows :

Full page  $ 80.00 perissue

1/2 page $ 40.00 perissue

1/4 page $20.00 perissue

1/8 page $ 10.00 perissue

Payment must be sent with all
commercial ads, as we are nof
set up for billing.

DEADLINES....

February issue - January 20
April issue - March 20
Juneissue - May 20
August issue - July 20
Octoberissue - Sept. 20

December issug - Nov. 20

WHERE TO SEND ADS.....
N.ATC.A.
P.O.BOX 94
GALLOWAY, OH 43119

For more informaiion cail...
TOM PARR, EDITOR
614-878-4011
FAX 614-878-7621

N.AT.CA. JUNE PAGE 15




