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LETTER FROM THE
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

“To accomplish great things, we must not only act but also dream. Not only plan but also
believe.” - Anatole France

It is a privilege to spend my day working with, alongside, and on =
behalf of some incredible dreamers! Dreams are where all 5
greatness originates. Our dreams provide the initial spark | &

that allows us to think big, step out of our comfort zone, and P

make bold moves. In 2024, inspired by our dreams, we put [
the plans in place for our 2025 Strategic Plan - Access

and Innovation.

Over the next five years, we will increase our ability to :
serve the unmet needs of children with disabilities and their |
families, and we will do this in a way that only Children's
TherAplay can. We will bring together the healing power of
horses with skilled, evidenced-based therapy disciplines to serve
more school-age children than ever before. We will also increase
the amount of support services we provide for families underan all-new % =

program called Stirrup Hope. Stirrup Hope will include support groups, one-on-one counseling
sessions with a licensed social worker, and social events to support caregiver mental health and
strengthen the family unit. Our families face unique burdens and stress, and we know we have a
team of caregivers who can arm them with wisdom and knowledge to increase confidence and
peace of mind on their parenting journey.

I'll admit when you think big, doubts can creep in. At Children’s TherAplay we were not immune to
this reality as we laid the groundwork for our ambitious five-year plan. But fortunately for us, every
day inside these walls we see children who keep moving forward in pursuit of their goals... and they
will not be deterred. So, we will not be deterred, either.

The needs in our community for children with disabilities and their families are evolving, and it is
incumbent upon Children’s TherAplay to evolve with them. We are focused on viewing our service
through a responsive lens as we have done for over 23 years. We will prioritize access and
innovation so children with disabilities and their families can dream big knowing that we will walk
alongside them with the plan. You, our donors and supporters, will make sure their dreams come

true, and we thank you.
Kathy Pelletier

Executive Director
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MISSION + VISION + VALUES

Our Mission

The mission of The Children's TherAplay
Foundation, Inc. is to provide individualized skill
development for children with disabilities and/or
unique needs through physical, occupational and
speech therapies using a horse as a treatment

tool in a safe and caring environment.

Our Vision

The vision for The Children's TherAplay
Foundation, Inc. is for all children with disabilities
and/or unique needs and their families to have
access to the therapies they need to thrive.

Our Values

Empowerment: We connect with others with dignity
& respect while promoting each individual's growth
& self-direction.

Quality: We deliver our best in all we do, acting
with intention & holding ourselves accountable for
the results.

Inclusivity: We foster a culture of compassion &
care where everyone can feel like they belong.
Learning: We are dedicated to seeking and sharing
knowledge that helps us deliver innovative care to
improve outcomes.

Collaboration: We partner with caregivers, fellow
team members, & the community to further our

rmission.



The Children's TherAplay Foundation, Inc. - .
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i )’i‘“"—-“ Children’s TherAplay Belonging and Access Initiatives Who We Serve

* In 2024 we joined the Youth Worker Well-being Project

2024 IMPA‘ T RE POR I from the Indiana Youth Institute to provide our staff with
peer support groups, telemedicine benefits, and mental

health services.

150

2024 was a year of continued growth, innovation, and g - o * Our Transportation Program distributed $300 in gos and

deepened engagement. We expanded  our ride share cards to families experiencing transportation -

occupational, physical, and speech therapy services Earrian i

to reach [¥en more kicldos gndiamy; o riseln suppmr ¢ For the fourth year in a row, Our Scholarship Fund

from our incredible donors and volunteers. We were L. i R g

thrilled 1o welcome an even higher number of total distributed over $15,000 in financial aid to families. We &

donors than in 2023, strengthening our mission and awarded 100% of financial requests received.

impact. I
0

In 2024, we hosted our first-ever pickleball event, Community Outreach

Pickle for Ponies, bringing together supporters for a
fun and active way to give back. Also, our Therapeutic
Animal  Assisted Groundwork (TAAG) program
continued to thrive with the help of miniature horses
Peanut and Banana. We provided about 1,074 TAAG
sessions in 2024, giving kiddos unique opportunities to
work on their therapy goals in new and meaningful

We also connected with our community. In 2024,

Children’s TherAplay established our first Equine Committee &
made up of community members to assist in the development
of our equine team. Additionally, Our therapists hosted and

. _ . Common Diagnoses Served*
coordinated educational in-services for parents and staff on *Based on Primary and Secondary Diagnoses

7 ! - topics like Rett Syndrome, and The Journey of Skilled Therapy. N s Shesiam Ditcrdar
ways. ' ' ADHD

Further, in Fall 2024 we, once again, hosted the American Cerebral Palsy

Delayed Milestones
11 917 970/ 84 Hippotherapy Association Level Il Clinic, which welcomed 19 Dzﬁfsyn;;smzneg
9 (o therapists from across the country into our facility to sharpen Dysphagia

total therap average caregiver kids graduated after their skills and learn best practices in the field. Community Mixed Receptive-Expressive

sessions provided satisfaction achieving their goals Language Disorder

support continues to help Children's TherAplay grow!

328 | 64% | 160

_. - : s : -
ariqué clisnis served %fnffnrg!l;es Sf/\rvsld qrde asiia alinisemn 2}"“ Our FlnanClal Plcture :
iana Medicai el *Unaudited i
Capital *64% of
e s . Campaign annual
= "Cici (pictured left) wasn't walking at all when we started 24% Ta g
here, and now she walks completely. She’s improved in all S 2 parermiliby
areas of her life, and that’s pretty cool, how many places can fundraising
you say that about? And with the horses, it doesn’t seem like o
b Cici it 1l hi i3 . » _Cici’s P Fundraising Ve:' - Grants
- work to Cict it s really sometning she enjoys. - Cict s rarents 5o, 18% 14%
TOTAL OPERATING EXPENSE: $2,719,882 TOTAL OPERATING REVENUE: $3,837,103
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160 5,250 50 28

active volunteers volunteer hours logged New Volunteers Volunteer Groups

Sidewalking

support and ensuring client safety.

Event Support

down, and/or run a station during an event.

Barn Support

with turn-out, and perform light stall work.

TAAG

other skills.

Meet Volunteer Kathy

Kathy began volunteering at Children’s TherAplay at the very
beginning, almost 25 years ago! She assists with grooming,
sidewalking, barn support, and TAAG. Kathy is a retired RN and
enjoys horseback riding, gardening, reading and working out in
her free time.

“l am so impressed week after week by the goals [the
kiddos] meet in the care of their therapists. The staff here

is amazing.” -Kathy
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Sidewalking is our biggest volunteer need--we require at least 10
volunteer sidewalkers every day! Sidewalkers walk alongside the

horse during a therapy session and assist the therapist by providing

Individuals support our fundraising events throughout the year.

These volunteers join planning committees, help to set-up or tear-

Individuals help assist our barn staff care for the herd. These
volunteers replenish shavings, dump and fill water buckets, help

Individuals help run our Therapeutic Animal Assisted Groundwork.
These trained volunteers assist kiddos and therapists work on
therapy goals off the horse by practicing grooming, leading, and

EQUINE PROGRAM

Our Four Legged Friends

Our herd is an essential part of the Children's TherAplay team. Each horse has a unique
personality, gait, and tempo making it easy to match each kiddo to the horse who will
best fit their therapy goals. Thank you to all our generous 2024 horse funders!

.

Beau funded by: Bootz (retired) funded by: Ella funded by: Giuseppe funded by:
Tom & Debbie Shine, The Phil & Sharen Meyers Living Leslie Ackerman Corbin Capital Partners
8:Mark & Janet Nelsor Trust in honor of Ally, Livy, Luke,

& Kenzy

™

f

Luna funded by:

Jade funded by: Janey Ray funded by: Kipper funded b

Dillan, Jana, & Tim Wiley; Kathy _WfEQY The SOL Foundation Mike and Lindsay Martin in ibnor of Copper Creek Canyon
Smith & The Richardson Family; Larry, Marsha, Martin, & Robert Simeoe & Mudsock Fest

Ray, Kevin & Bridget Kennedy;
& Steve & Heather Douglas % Mary kernedy

Moe funded by: Nemo (retired) Peum: & bununa Pony Boy funded by:
Hank & Jayma Meyers funded by: funded by: Barb Bixler in honor o

Theresa Catterson Kraft & il Evelyn & Isadora Dock,
Kathryn Kraft Tha Ayaes ity & Mudsock Fest

Red funded by: Tash (retired) funded by: Willow funded by.:

L

Zella funded by:
Leslie Ackerman Hank & Jayma Meyers in Becky Aletto The Phil & Sharen Meyers

Living Trust in honer of Ally,

honor of Rylee & Coen Bauer By Lk, Kibriay

= gy A

Hank - Retired Padre - Retired . Spot - Retired
herd in 2024 ANNUAL REPORT 2024 | 07

Barbie - New to the



MEET KIDDO LIAM 2024 BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Kiddo Liam is a funny five-year-old who loves telling jokes and stories
that make others laugh. Liam loves tractors and his family's farm; he likes
the color green because that is the color of his favorite tractor! Liam also
has many cousins with whom he likes spending time and laughing.

“He's a jokester but he's rotten,” laughs Mom. “Like if you ask him a
question, he won't answer it straight because he wants to make people
laugh and give you the wrong answer. He's been through a lot
medically, but he is still just the happiest guy.”

Liam has quadriplegic cerebral palsy, meaning it affects all four limbs,
and epilepsy. He spent the first month of his life in the hospital and

when he was finally able to go home they thought everything was fine.
Then Liam started having infantile spasms at 6 months old which led to
him getting tested and diagnosed. He started in-home physical, .
occupational, and speech therapy at an early age and then joined TherAplay when he was 18 months old after

hearing about it from another family. Wm. Crulg Dobbs, Founder & Past President Mike Martin, President

“Everything was very ‘figure it out as you go’ and all about who you know. TherAplay has afforded us so many

The Dobbs Group at Graystone Consulting Envelop Group

connections, to families, to doctors, and equipment and has helped us figure a lot of it out,” Mom said.

Over the past three years, Liam has worked hard in physical, occupational, and speech therapy to develop his Mike Castor, Vice-President Kevin Kennedy, Past President Ellen Zawacki, Director
strength and skills. In PT, Liam works a lot on core control and sitting unsupported. He has tight muscles which American Structurepoint Marketoath. Inc Moraan Stanle
the horse helps him stretch out. In OT, he has worked on positioning and posture, and getting his right arm P path. inc. v 4
T;/r? (i:mh;d in Things !ike Tcuﬂ;ng c::}chOollJcE))ring. In Spfech, Lllam dic‘i an Lisa Kobek, Past President Paul A. Kraft, Director Jon Hand, Director
ee Silverman Voice Treatmen program to work on volume Mobius VP. LLC Frank & Kraft, A Professional Retired
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control. While Liam has lots of vocabulary, speaking out loud with volume is ) Community Volunteer
Corporation

challenging because cerebral palsy atfects how his brain connects with his

musales: Karla Schlichte, Treasurer ) ) Jo Garcia, Director
Retired Jeff Craig, Director h ,

“For Liam, it was also about his pesitioning - it's harder to get volume out Fifth Third Bank The Great American

_ i . Community Volunteer ' fel-Ban T Y L S 17

if you are slouched over, but if you're able to sit up and get breath support ongbook Foundation

it makes a difference,” Mom explained. “He is really loud now. He will still Keivi Chiailes 8 . N . . .

joke around and call it LSVT quiet but he is loud!” : B_l‘fl arles, Secre a_ry Katie Wiley, Director Stephanie Eckerle, Director
Eli Lilly and Company (retired) Round Room, LLC Krieg DeVault LLP

Liam's volume is not the only thing that has progressed since his time at

Children's TherAplay. He is taking more independent and functional steps, Debbie Johnson, Director Jennifer Bedsolse, Director

uses his right arm to support himself, has better core strength, and continues Gisidicn e USA Gymnastics

to make everyone at TherAplay laugh!

“He loves the horses and he also likes talking to the people. Whenever |
watch him riding he will just be laughing and turning around to talk to
everyone. He'll ask me almost everyday if we are going TherAplay, he loves

it here.”
- Haley, Liam's Mom
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THANK YOU TO OUR DONORS

THANK YOU TO OUR DONORS

$50,000+

Brugh Family Foundation, Inc.
Intercontinental Real Estate Corporation
John R. Irving Charitable Trust

MJ Robins Charitable Fund

Randy & Kathy Clark

$20,000-$49,999
Andy Mohr Automotive Group
Anonymous

Anonymous

Capital Group

Christopher & Jayma Meyers
Gary & Becky Aletto

Indiana Youth Institue

James & Judith Smith

Leslie Ackerman

Paul & Diane Morton

Sharen Meyers

Todd M. Cleveland

Ullico Investment Advisors, Inc.
Wm. Craig & Teneen Dobbs

$10,000-$19,999

Brian & Dianne Morton

Chad & Jackie Myers

Cohen Gift Fund

Corbin Capital Partners
Daniel & Cassidy Towriss
Hamilton Lane LLC
Healthcare Initiatives

Hilary Boone Foundation, Inc.
Indianapolis Colts, Inc.
Indianapolis Indians Charities
J. Scott & Sylvia Bechtel

Jon & Linda Moran

The Koorsen Family Charitable Fund, a fund

Pelletier Giving Fund

Spotlight on Art

Rotary Foundation of Indianapolis

Round Room Gives, Inc. dba TCC
Gives, Inc

Theresa Kraft

The Tony Stewart Foundation, Inc.

Victory Capital Management

$5,000-$9,999

The Ackerman Foundation

AFL-CIO Housing Investment Trust

The Allstate Foundation

Anonymous

Ayres Foundation, Inc.

Barb Bixler & Maurice Dock

Chris & Christa Adkins

Christopher & Angela Mackay

Copper Creek Canyon

DOZ Charitable Foundation, Inc.

Entrust Global Partners Offshore LP

Envelop Group

Fengate Capital Management, Ltd.

Fifth Third Bank

First Merchants Bank

Grosvenor Holdings, LLC

Indiana Members Credit Union

International Union of Elevators
Constructors

INVESCO

J.P. Morgan

Jeff & Brandi Craig

Jim & Stacy Wolfe

John & Christina Kite

Katie & Justin Wiley

Kearney Capital, LLC

Kevin & Bridget Kennedy

Nicholas H. Noyes Jr. Memorial
Foundation, Inc.

Primrose School at Gray Eagle

Robert & Cindy Dickinson

Robert Mandel & Jane Cebula

Robert Rahal

Schroders

Segall Bryant & Hamill

The Brave Heart Foundation, Inc.

Thomas & Debbie Shine

Trends International Charitable
Foundation, Inc.

$2,500-$4,999
Altar'd State - Clay Terrace
Amie & James Longest
Apogem Capital

Dr. Barton & Kristine Brown
Benjamin Crill

BNY Mellon Investment
Bowen Engineering Corporation
Bradley & Jackie Donaldson
BraunAbility

Bruce & Marty Torrance
Carey & Gemma Weddle
Caroline & Joe Young
Centier Bank

Cheryl Baker

City of Carmel

CoForce, LLC

ComForCare Home Care
Dan & Sandy O'Malley
Debbie & Wayne Johnson
Eric Morse & Karla Schlichte
Erik & Stephanie Oxborrow
FBi Buildings

Foundry Partners, LLC

$2,500-$4,999 (cont.)

John & Laura Ludwig

John & Sheila Callaghan

Kathy Wiley Smith

Kerri Randal Charles & David Charles

Mary A. & Raymond F. Kennedy Family
Foundation

Mary Kennedy

Matthew L Denaway

Morgan Stanley Wealth Management

Patrick & Erin Lind

Paul Dreier & Valerie Pillow

Ranch to Market, Inc.

Ryan & Jennifer Todd

Stand Out for Goed, Inc.

Stephanie & Jason Hoyer

Stephanie Russ

Terry L. Grieshaber & Elizabeth James

Thandi Clements

Timothy & Jana Wiley

Tom Bennett

United Way of Central Indiana

Washington Capital Management

$1,000-$2,499

the A Little Good, a fund of The
Indianapolis Foundation

Adapt for Life: Center for ABA & Autism

AEW Capital Management, L.P.

Anonymous

The Bill C. & Patricia P. Brown Charitable
Foundation

Benjamin & Bonnie McCormick

Blake & Brittany Langley

Bridgestone Americas Tire Operations, LLC

Bryan Wright

Cali Estes

Casee Eisele

ClearBridge Investments

CoasterStone

Costco Wholesale Corporation

Curtis & Christy Wierda

Dan & Karen Muehlenbein

Daniel Hamilton

Daniel Silverstein

David & Robin Lynch

Dawn Geoghegan

Demalon Family Charitable Fund

Dennis & Sheryl Dye

Delsie & Brian Cavanaugh

Diana & David Harding

Dillon Wiley

Eli Lilly & Company - New Employee
Service Program

Elizabeth Hamilton

Ellen & Joel Zawacki

Erik & Stephanie Oxborrow

Hanger Clinic

Indiana Eventing Association

Indiana Reclamation &
Excavating, Inc.

Janssen Veterinary Clinic

Jason Ryman & Kay Anderson

Jeft & Cathy Loeser

Jeffrey & Kristen McConnell

Jerrod & Diana Nolting

Jill & Thomas Trudeau

JLA Bakery Solutions

Joe Marconi

John & Robyn O'Donnell

John & Stephanie Harrell

Jon & Tanya Hand

Jonathan Siegel

Kevin & Maggie Adams

Kiersten & Jacob Richardson

Kiwanis Club of Carmel Golden K

Kiwanis Club of Northwest Indianapolis

Kreig DeVault LLP

Kris Brock

Lana Williams

Lisa & Bob Kobek

Lois A. & Jerome M. Banik

Lucy Wierda

Mark & Janet Nelson

Matthew Viars

Michael & Melinda Heim

Michael & Liz Messaglia

Mark & Tracey Shriver

Michael Koronkiewicz

Naptown Bourbon Club Ine.

Noelle & Bucky Polk

Nola & Rob Renner

Northern Trust Asset Management

Paul & Sherri Kraft

Pennsylvanio National Horse Show
Foundation

Prevail Prosthetics & Orthotics

Ray Kennedy

Rice, Hall, James & Associates, LLC

Roger & Jan Drayer

Rotary Club of Carmel Indiana

Sage Advisory Services

Sally & Cecelia Ward

Scott & Janet Price

Stephanie & Chris Eckerle

Steve & Heather Douglas

Terry Wilds

Todd & Yvonne McCullough

Tracy & Carla Sullivan

Weas Family BWAG

Welch Packaging Group, Inc.

Will & Nancy Ditzler

of Hamilton County Community Foundation Kiwanis Club of Westfield
Lawrence and Patricia Baker
Matthew & Katie Harrington
McMorgan & Company
Michael Spillane

Paul Fox

GPD Group Employees’ Foundation, Inc.
Louis S Hensley Jr. Family Foundation Learn More Here:
Mathis Family Charitable Account
Michael & Lindsay Martin

Mike & Angeline Protogere

Mike & Tory Castor

Hayden Bishop

Bright Futures Legacy Society

The Bright Futures Legacy Society honors donors who have made a lasting

Indiana Thoroughbred Alliance, Inc.
Indiana University Health

Insperity

Jackie Harrison

commitment to Children’s TherAplay through planned giving. We are proud to
recognize our inaugural member, Debbie Brattain, whose generous support
helps ensure the sustainability of our mission.
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