
WordMasters Basics: 
10 Easy Steps



WordMasters 
Basics

You have tremendous flexibility in how you build your 
team and incorporate WordMasters into your school 
setting. 

• Some schools have the whole class 
participate while other teams are comprised 
solely of interested students or those in an 
accelerated language arts program. 

• Others offer it as an after-school enrichment 
opportunity. Some teams prepare during 
class while others meet after school or study 
at home.

• Some small schools and those who 
homeschool combine grades to create a 
team.

The right way is the one that works best for you and 
your students.



Step 1:   
Plan Your 
Calendar

The Challenge Schedule for each meet can be found 
on the WordMasters website under the RESOURCES 
tab. 

Plan your team’s schedule according to the following:
• Word List availability
• Challenge Test availability
• Score Reporting deadlines
• Results availability



Challenge
Schedule

Challenge Meet #1 Word Lists Available Online 10/1/23

Challenge Meet #1 Tests Available Online 11/4/22

Challenge Meet #1 Tests Administered 11/7/22 - 11/25/22

Challenge Meet #1 Score Reporting Deadline 12/02/22

Challenge Meet #1 Results Available 12/16/22

Challenge Meet #2 Word Lists Available Online 12/5/22

Challenge Meet #2 Tests Available Online 1/27/23

Challenge Meet #2 Tests Administered 1/30/23 - 2/17/23

Challenge Meet #2 Score Reporting Deadline 2/24/23

Challenge Meet #2 Results Available 3/10/23

Challenge Meet #3 Word Lists Available Online 2/27/23

Challenge Meet #3 Tests Available Online 3/31/23

Challenge Meet #3 Tests Administered 4/3/23 - 4/1/23

Challenge Meet #3 Score Reporting Deadline 4/28/23

Challenge Meet #3 Results Available 5/5/23

Cumulative Champions Announced 5/5/23

Important Dates for the 2022-2023 WordMasters Challenge™
Online Enrollment Begins: April 1st 
Enrollment Deadline: October 1st *

*You can still register your team(s) after October 1st. However, we strongly encourage 
you to complete your registration as soon as possible to maximize the length of time 
your students have to prepare for Challenge Meet #1. 



Step 2: 
Practice 
Analogy 
Solving

WordMasters Analogies 101 Plus 
• Each of our eleven Analogies 101 Plus 

sets contains 30 analogies that 
illustrate various forms of analogical 
reasoning.  Every set uses simple 
vocabulary suitable for all grade 
levels (3-8). An answer key is included 
with detailed rationale for both 
correct and incorrect answer choices. 

• Analogies 101 Plus sets can be 
purchased online and are delivered 
as PDF files.  You can also access a 
Google Forms version of the set if 
desired.

WordMasters Study Tool: Analogy 
Practice

• A free download titled Analogy 
Practice (from “Teacher Tools” under 
the RESOURCES tab) has students 
build their own analogies to better 
understand how to solve them.



Analogies101
Set A

!

!!
 

 
 
 
 
 

Analogies 101 Plus 
Set A

 
The examples below will introduce you to analogies.! Each analogy consists of two pairs of words.! Your job is to!
make! the! second! pair! express! a! relationship! between! its! two! words! that! is! as! similar! as! possible! to! the!
relationship between the words in the first pair.! For instance, in the analogy!
!

NIGHTTIME! :! MOON! ::! DAYTIME! : ___________________________!
!
the best word to place in the blank would be SUN, because the daytime sky is lit by the sun just as the nighttime!
sky is lit by the moon.!
!
Now fill the blanks in the analogies below with the most suitable word or pair of words from those that are listed!
as choices.!
!
1.! MOTHER!: SON!::!FATHER!:!_____________________!

a.! child!
b.! parent!
c.! daughter!
d.! grandson!
e.! baby!

!
2.! ATTIC!:!BASEMENT!::!MOUNTAIN!: _______________!

a.! hill!
b.! ocean!
c.! ski slope!
d.! valley!
e.! river!

!
3.! COUNTRY!:!PRESIDENT!::!SCHOOL : _____________!

a.! students!
b.! teacher!
c.! desk!
d.! principal!
e.! rules!

!
4.! BLACK!:!GRAY!::!BROWN!: _____________________!

a.! white!
b.! yellow!
c.! pink!
d.! dark!
e.! tan!

 
5.! PAST!:!FUTURE!::!YESTERDAY!:!_________________!

a.! now!
b.! tomorrow!
c.! the day before!
d.! after!
e.! New Year's Day!

!
6.! CARPENTER!:!HAMMER :: GARDENER!: __________!

a.! seeds!
b.! soil!
c.! shovel!
d.! garden!
e.! flowers!!

! !
7.! FOOT!:!SOCK :: HAND : ___________________________!

a.! shake!
b.! ring!
c.! mitten!
d.! shoe!
e.! fingers!

!
8.! SHORT!:!HEIGHT!::!LIGHT!: _______________________!

a.! dark!
b.! weight!
c.! heavy!
d.! little!
e.! bright!

 
9.! GRASS!:!MOWER!::!HAIR!: _______________________!

a.! ribbons!
b.! comb!
c.! brush!
d.! shampoo!
e.! scissors!

!
10.! BLUE JAY!:!BIRD!::!ALLIGATOR!: __________________!

a.! reptile!
b.! crocodile!
c.! river!
d.! animal!
e.! dinosaur!

!
11.! MOVIE!:!TICKET!::!PARTY : ________________________!

a.! balloons!
b.! guest!
c.! cake!
d.! invitation!
e.! present!

!
12.! BIG!:!ENORMOUS!::!HOT: _________________________!

a.! cold!
b.! freezing!
c.! warm!
d.! small!
e.! sweltering!
!
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13.! SUMMER : SUNBURN!::!WINTER : ________________!

a.! sledding!
b.! snowstorm!
c.! skating!
d.! frostbite!
e.! snowman!

!
14.! PLUMP : FAT :: PRETTY!: ______________________!

a.! ugly!
b.! thin!
c.! gorgeous!
d.! diet!
e.! blond!

!
15.! MARSHMALLOW!:!ROAST!::!EGG : _______________!

a.! dye!
b.! fry!
c.! scramble!
d.! eat!
e.! beat!

!
16.! SEW!:!CLOTH!::!PAINT: _________________________!

a.! brush!
b.! easel!
c.! paper!
d.! painter!
e.! watercolors!

!
17.! SEW!:!THREAD!::!PAINT!: _______________________!

a.! brush!
b.! easel!
c.! paper!
d.! painter!
e.! watercolors!

!
18.! SEW!:!NEEDLE!::! PAINT!: ______________________!

a.! brush!
b.! easel!
c.! paper!
d.! painter!
e.! watercolors!

!
19.! NORTH : UP!::!WEST!: __________________________!

a.! down!
b.! left!
c.! right!
d.! east!
e.! compass!

!
20.! LAKE!:!OCEAN!::!ISLAND!: ______________________!

a.! river!
b.! country!
c.! Hawaii!
d.! continent!
e.! beach!

!
21.! TREE!:!BRANCH!::!PERSON : ____________________!

a.! hair !
b.! clothes!
c.! arm!
d.! feet!
e.! skin!!

! !
22.! CASTLE : SHACK :: CROWN : ________________________!

a.! furry hood!
b.! torn shirt!
c.! throne!
d.! tattered cap!
e.! dirty socks!

!
23.! HERD! :! COWS! :: _________________________________!

a.! orchestra : musicians!
b.! pupils : class!
c.! birthday party : children!
d.! parking lot : cars!
e.! theater : audience!

!
24.! COLD! :! COOL! :: _________________________________!

a.! tall : short!
b.! often : occasionally!
c.! warm : hot!
d.! smart : brilliant!
e.! neat : messy!

!
25.! CAR! :! GARAGE!:: _______________________________!

a.! lamp : lampshade!
b.! bowl : cabinet!
c.! bus : bus stop!
d.! bookcase : book!
e.! flower : garden!

!
26.! SHEPHERD!:! SHEEP!:: ____________________________!

a.! hunter : deer!
b.! lion : tamer!
c.! zoo : zookeeper!
d.! rancher : cattle!
e.! fisherman : fish!

!
27.! MAPLE!:!TREE!:: _________________________________!

a.! breakfast : meal!
b.! flower : rose!
c.! milk : lunch!
d.! door : house!
e.! branch : leaf!

!
28.! CARRIAGE!:!AUTOMOBILE!:: ______________________!

a.! horse : cart!
b.! candle : electric lamp!
c.! scissors : saw!
d.! comb : brush!
e.! fork : hoe!

!
29.! SHOES!:!BOOTS!:: _______________________________!

a.! blazer : parka!
b.! socks : skates!
c.! gloves : hat!
d.! summer : winter!
e.! shorts : sweatshirt!

!
30.! FOREST!:!TREE!:: ________________________________!

a.! sky : star!
b.! flock : goose!
c.! children : class!
d.! family : living room!
e.! story : book!
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ANALOGY FORMATS!
!
!
Here are some of the kinds of relationships which analogies may express.!Make up a second pair to match the!
first pair given in each example.!
!
1.! ANTONYMS! expensive : cheap :: _________________________!
2.! SYNONYMS! strong : sturdy!::!__________________________________________!
3.! PART!:!WHOLE! room : house :: _____________________________!
4.! WHOLE : PART! staircase : step :: ____________________________!
5.! TOOL!:!ITS ACTION! saw : cuts :: ________________________________!
6.! TOOL!USER!:!TOOL! doctor : stethoscope :: ________________________!
7.! TOOL!:!OBJECT IT’S USED WITH! hammer : nail!::!____________________________________________!
8.! CATEGORY!:!EXAMPLE! furniture : table!::!__________________________________________!
9.! EFFECT : CAUSE! flood : rain!::!________________________________________________!
10.! CAUSE!:!EFFECT! virus : disease :: _____________________________!
11.! INCREASING INTENSITY! large : gigantic!::!___________________________________________!
12.! DECREASING INTENSITY! wonderful : satisfactory!::!_________________________________!
13.! ACTION!:!THING!ACTED UPON! kick : ball!::!_________________________________________________!
14.! ACTION!:!SUBJECT!PERFORMING!ACTION! sew : seamstress!::!_______________________________________!
15.! OBJECT OR!PLACE!:!ITS!USER! hotel : traveler :: _____________________________!
16.! NOUN!:!CLOSELY!RELATED!ADJECTIVE! forest : shady!::!____________________________________________!
!
!
!
!
!
!
Here are three important things to remember when you think about analogies:!
!
PARTS! OF! SPEECH.! If the words in the first pair express a “noun : adjective” or!“verb : noun”!or!“adjective :!
adjective”!relationship (for instance), the second pair should show the same relationship between parts of!
speech.!
!
WORD! ORDER.! If the first pair expresses a “tool user : tool” relationship (for instance), the second pair must!
express the same relationship in the same order!(tool user first, tool second).!
!
EXACTNESS.! Sometimes two or more of the given choices would make fairly good sense in the blank.!When!
this happens, you should choose the word or pair of words that most exactly suits the relationship you’re!
expressing.!
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Analogies 101 Plus 
Detailed Answer Key 

Set A 

 
 
1. MOTHER: SON :: FATHER : DAUGHTER 
 

A SON is the child of opposite gender from a MOTHER. A DAUGHTER is the child of opposite gender from a FATHER. 
• CHILD is not the best answer because a CHILD is not the child of opposite gender from a FATHER.  
• PARENT is not the best answer because a PARENT is not the child of opposite gender from a FATHER. 
• GRANDSON is not the best answer because a GRANDSON is not the child of opposite gender from a FATHER.  
• BABY is not the best answer because a BABY is not the child of opposite gender from a father.  

 
 
2. ATTIC : BASEMENT:: MOUNTAIN : VALLEY 
 

An ATTIC is the highest part a house and a BASEMENT is the lowest part of a house. A MOUNTAIN is a high point in the land 
and a VALLEY is a low point in the land. 

! HILL is not the best answer because a HILL is not a low point in the land; a HILL is a smaller version of a 
MOUNTAIN.  

! OCEAN is not the best answer because an OCEAN is not a low point in the land. An OCEAN is made of water. 
! SKI SLOPE is not the best answer because a SKI SLOPE is not a low point in the land. It is a trail from a high point to 

a lower one. 
! RIVER is not the best answer because a RIVER is not a low point in the land. A RIVER is made of water. 

 
 

3. COUNTRY : PRESIDENT :: SCHOOL : PRINCIPAL 
 

The PRESIDENT is the leader of a COUNTRY. The PRINCIPAL is the leader of a SCHOOL. 
• STUDENTS is not the best answer because STUDENTS are not the leader of a SCHOOL.   
• TEACHER is not the best answer because a TEACHER is not the leader of a SCHOOL.  A TEACHER is the leader 

of a class.  
• DESK is not the best answer because a DESK is not the leader of a SCHOOL.   
• RULES is not the best answer because RULES are not the leader of a SCHOOL.  

 
 
4. BLACK : GRAY :: BROWN : TAN 
 

GRAY is a lighter shade of BLACK. TAN is a lighter shade of BROWN. 
• WHITE is not the best answer because WHITE is not a lighter shade of BROWN.  
• YELLOW is not the best answer because YELLOW is not a lighter shade of BROWN. 
• PINK is not the best answer because PINK is not a lighter shade of BROWN. 
• DARK is not the best answer because DARK is not a lighter shade of BROWN. 

 
 
5. PAST : FUTURE :: YESTERDAY : TOMORROW 
 

This is an antonym analogy. The PAST happened before today; the FUTURE will happen after today. YESTERDAY happened 
before today; TOMORROW will happen after today. 

• NOW is not the best answer because NOW will not happen after today.  
• THE DAY BEFORE is not the best answer because THE DAY BEFORE today and YESTERDAY are synonyms, not 

antonyms.  
• AFTER is not the best answer because while AFTER may happen after today, it is not the opposite of YESTERDAY. 

Also, PAST, FUTURE, YESTERDAY and TOMORROW are all nouns, while AFTER is an adverb. 
• NEW YEAR’S DAY is not the best answer because it is a specific day, while YESTERDAY is not a specific day.  

 
 
6. CARPENTER : HAMMER :: GARDENER : SHOVEL 
 

This is a user : tool analogy. A HAMMER is a tool a CARPENTER uses. A SHOVEL is a tool a GARDENER uses. 
• SEEDS is not the best answer because SEEDS are not a tool a GARDENER uses.  
• SOIL is not the best answer because SOIL is not a tool a GARDENER uses. 
• GARDEN is not the best answer because GARDEN is not a tool a GARDENER uses. 
• FLOWERS is not the best answer because FLOWERS are not a tool a GARDENER uses.  

  



Step 3: 
Download 

Meet #1 
Words

To set up your team’s information and download Word 
Lists for each meet:

• Login to your WordMasters account
• Select “Manage Teams & Students” 

from your Dashboard
• Assign a Team Leader with contact 

information for each team
• Add students to your team
• Select “Download Materials” from 

your Dashboard
• Download the Word List for each 

enrolled team
• Distribute copies to your students

The online Challenge Schedule lists the dates Word Lists 
are available for each meet.



User Dashboard



Manage Teams & Students



Download Materials



Grade 6/
Blue 
Word List

 

 
 
 
 

Grade 6– Blue Division 
First Challenge Meet – Word List 

November 2020
 
All of the words listed below will appear in the first WordMasters Challenge™, which will be held at your school 
between November 9th and November 25th.  (Your teacher will tell you exactly when the Challenge is 
scheduled for your team.)  The WordMasters Challenge™ is an analogy-solving competition.  The contest will 
challenge you to use the words from your list in logical pairs that will look like this: 
 
 PROMISE : WITHDRAWN :: PLAN :                            

a. explained 
b. proffered 
c. fostered 
d. cancelled 
e. changed       

     
To succeed in this competition, you will have to understand the exact meanings of all your words, and you will 
have to reason carefully about the relationships shown in the pairs.  In the example above, the correct answer is 
(d) cancelled because when a promise is withdrawn, it is taken back or removed from consideration; in a 
similar way, a plan that is cancelled is called off and removed from consideration. 
 
Here are some tips to help you get ready for the WordMasters Challenge™: 

• After you have learned the meanings of your words, think about possible relationships among them. 
o Which words have similar meanings? 
o Which words have nearly opposite meanings? 
o Remember, some words have more than one meaning. 

• Think about some categories into which several words might be grouped. 
• Be sure you understand the part of speech of a word (for example, noun, verb or adjective) as it is used 

in the analogy. 
o Many words on this list (such as “snicker” and “sneer”) can be either a noun or a verb 

depending upon how they are used.   
• Pay special attention to the prefixes and suffixes of words, because they are often clues to meaning and 

part of speech. 
• Try to familiarize yourself with other forms of these words, for example: 

o Not just “familiar”, but also “familiarity” and “familiarize” 
o Not just “alienate”, but also “alien”  
o Not just “affected”, but also “affectation”  
o Not just “colloquial”, but also “colloquialism” 

• Keep this list!  Some of these words will also appear in the second and third WordMasters 
Challenge™ meets, scheduled for later this school year. 
 

 
1. hamlet 
2. proffer 
3. colloquial 
4. disposition 

5. snicker 
6. withdrawn 

7. morale 

8. domesticate 

9. overweening 

 

10. camaraderie 

11. alienate 

12. demure 

13. mettle 

14. foster 
15. feral 
16. crucible 

17. prohibit 
18. affected 

 

19. hubris 

20. sneer 
21. prim 

22. imbroglio 

23. acquaint 
24. familiar 
25. esprit de corps 

 

!



Step 4: 
Prepare for 

Challenge 
Test

WordMasters Study Tools
• Free printable documents for learning tools 

and games to help students practice their 
words for each meet. 

• PDF files are found in “Teacher Tools” under 
the RESOURCES tab.

WordMasters Idea Gallery
• Classroom strategies and teaching tools 

submitted by Team Leaders. Look for them 
under the RESOURCES tab. 

• Don’t forget to share your ideas, too!



Step 5:   
Download 

Meet #1 
Test

To access your Challenge Tests for each meet:
• Login to your WordMasters account
• Select “Download Materials” from your 

Dashboard
• Download the Meet #1 Challenge Test and 

corresponding answer key for each registered 
team

Each Challenge Test consists of 20 analogies. 
• The suggested testing time is 20 minutes. 
• However, a strict time limit is not imposed. 



Grade 6/Blue 
Challenge 
Test

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
Grade 6 – Blue Division 

First Challenge Meet 
November/December 2020 

 

NAME:_____________________________   # CORRECT: ________ 
 
 
 
DIRECTIONS:  Fill in each blank in the analogies below with the letter corresponding to the most suitable word or 
pair of words from the choices given. 
 

1.  TEAMMATES : ESPRIT DE CORPS ::  
     BUDDIES :                                                                                               

a. hamlet 
b. imbroglio 
c. camaraderie 
d. disposition 
e. mettle 

 
 
2. HERO : CRUCIBLE :: STUDENT :                                                                              

a. lesson 
b. teacher 
c. homework 
d. exam 
e. vacation 

 
 
3. FRIENDSHIP : PROFFER ::                                                                                        

a. smoking : prohibit 
b. plan : suggest 
c. leadership : follow 
d. skill : practice 
e. idea : reject 

 
 
4. OVERWEENING : HUBRIS :: COURAGEOUS :                                      

a. morale 
b. fear 
c. wisdom 
d. imbroglio 
e. mettle 

 
 
5. PEACE : FOSTERED :: HOPE :                                                                                   

a. prohibited 
b. encouraged 
c. acquainted 
d. ruined 
e. withdrawn 

 
 
 

 
6. LANGUAGE : COLLOQUIAL :: CLOTHING :                    

a. informal 
b. prim 
c. affected 
d. dressy 
e. demure 

 
 
7. CITY : HAMLET ::                                                                                   

a. farm : barn 
b. building : skyscraper 
c. highway : dirt road 
d. bicycle : subway 
e. stream : river 

 
 
8. EMOTIONALLY : WITHDRAWN :: SOCIALLY :           

a. acquainted 
b. affected 
c. prohibited 
d. domesticated 
e. alienated 

 
 
9. PEOPLE : IMBROGLIO ::                                               

a. fish : pond 
b. metals : crucible 
c. clouds : sky 
d. strings : tangle 
e. birds : nest 

 
 
10. INDIVIDUAL : DISPOSITION :: GROUP :                                                                     

a. hubris 
b. morale 
c. crucible 
d. imbroglio 
e. hamlet 



Grade 6/Blue 
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11. UNKNOWN : TEACH :: UNFAMILIAR :                         
a. prohibit 
b. alienate 
c. acquaint 
d. foster 
e. affect 

 
 

12. FERAL : BUFFALO :: DOMESTICATED :                                        
a. giraffe 
b. crow 
c. mouse 
d. collie 
e. mosquito 

 
 

13.  FEAR : EXCESSIVE :: AMBITION :                                                                                                       
a. demure 
b. prohibited 
c. withdrawn 
d. feral 
e. overweening 

 
 
14. YES : NO :: ALLOW :                                                     

a. proffer 
b. alienate 
c. acquaint 
d. prohibit 
e. foster 

 
 
15. OFFER : WITHDRAWN :: DOCUMENT :                       

a. preferred 
b. disposed of 
c. acquainted 
d. prohibited 
e. fostered 

 
 
 

16. BEHAVIOR : AFFECTED :: ACCENT :                                                                    
a. prim 
b. colloquial 
c. pleasant 
d. domestic 
e. phony 

 
 
17.  STRANGER : NEIGHBOR :: ALIEN :                             

a. familiar 
b. feral 
c. colloquial 
d. withdrawn 
e. prim 

 
 
18. BY A FEATHER : TOUCHED :: BY A BOOK :                                     

a. alienated 
b. domesticated 
c. affected 
d. withdrawn 
e. acquainted 

 
 
19. SPEECH : PRIM :: CLOTHING :                                    

a. demure 
b. affected 
c. overweening 
d. colloquial 
e. familiar 

 
 
20. SNICKER : SNEER :: LAUGH :                                     

a. cheer 
b. cry 
c. whine 
d. smile 
e. giggle 

 

      
 
 



Step 6:   
Submit 
Scores 
Online

To submit your team’s scores for each meet:
• Download the answer key from your 

Dashboard
• Score Challenge Tests
• Select “Submit Scores” from your Dashboard
• Enter student scores (no limit). You can 

create student records at anytime prior to 
the Challenge Meet in “Manage Teams & 
Students”

• The system will automatically calculate your 
team score (sum of top 10 individual scores)

Since the online system is calculating the team score, 
test results must be reported by the deadline to be 
included in the competition results!



Step 7:   
Acknowledge 

Individual & 
Team Results

• Check website postings after each meet for: 
• Top teams in each division
• Students with perfect scores
• Overall statistics related to meet results

• Acknowledge students for their hard work and 
outstanding achievements. Challenge Tests are 
difficult! They should feel proud of their efforts. 

• We will draft a press release for every school with 
a team placing within the top ten of their division 
and/or a student receiving a perfect score.

• You can write your own press release! Find a 
template you can customize under “Teacher 
Tools” to share with your local media and school 
communications. 



Meet #1
Results



Perfect
Scores



Statistics
Chart



Step 8: 
Repeat for 
Meets #2 

and #3

Repeat Steps 3-7 for each remaining Challenge Meet:
• Download Word Lists and Challenge Tests 

when available
• Submit scores prior to the Score Reporting 

Deadline

Each successive meet will be somewhat more 
difficult than the one before it. The analogies in 
Meet # will feature words from each of the first two 
Word Lists (50 words); Meet #3’s analogies will be 
based on all three Word Lists (75 words). Students 
should therefore save all their Word Lists and study 
materials.



Step 9: 
Celebrate 

Cumulative 
Results

After Meet #3, the system will automatically calculate 
cumulative individual and team scores. 

Check web postings to see if any of your students 
qualified for national recognition or if your team 
ranked among the top ten teams per division.



Step 10:  
Distribute 

Team 
Awards

Before Meet #3, we will mail the following for each 
enrolled team:

• 1 Champion Medal-presented to the student 
of your choice (top scorer, most improved, 
best team player, etc). It’s up to you. 

• 10 Team Certificates to present to team 
members

Extra medals, certificates and other WordMasters 
items (pencils, pens and markers) can be purchased 
online to recognize additional team members. 



Re-enroll for 
the next 

WordMasters 
Challenge!

Enrollment opens each spring for the following 
school year. 

Enroll before Word Lists are available October 1st.



www.wordmasterschallenge.com |    888.385.5656


